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O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 9  N E W S L E T T E R  

Dear Parents, 

 Snow for Halloween, only in Missouri!  Autumn is typically a season of change 
and this year is definitely no different.  Everything is green and colorful at the beginning 
and by the end we are clearing gardens,  flowerbeds and leaves. This year, we may also 
be shoveling snow.  The same can be said for Autumn in the classroom; the students 
begin reviewing skills from last year, learning new classroom procedures and slowly are 
getting back into the school groove. By the end of October, the quarter is over, students 
are reading AR books, mastering math concepts, completing technology projects, learn-
ing how to annotate informational text, preparing for sacraments and sharing final cop-
ies of writings.  Most importantly, students are learning, having fun and are proud of 
their accomplishments, as are we. 

 On behalf of the staff, I thank you for attending Parent-Teacher Conferences 
earlier this month.  Although the schedule is difficult for families and the day is long for 
teachers, it is important to discuss concerns, establish communication and share suc-
cesses.  This year, our 5th -8th grade students participated in Student Led Conferences 
with their homeroom teachers.  Staff, students and parents gave great feedback about 
the opportunity for the students to take ownership of their learning. We are blessed to 
have involved parents who support the efforts of our school! 

 Earlier this month we celebrated Inclusive Education at OLP during FIRE 
Week.  Students celebrated their uniqueness and participated in the Sensory Lab during 
Specials.  The activities helped the students recognize the struggles some of their class-
mates have on a daily basis.  We are grateful for the many volunteers who made our 
FIRE Week informative and enjoyable for our students. 

 Many, many thanks to the 8th grade parents, Mrs. Organ and Mrs. Drake for 
another fantastic Trunk or Treat!  Again this year, the weather was beautiful and the 
children seemed to enjoy trunk or treating with their school community.  On behalf of 
the Class of 2020, thank you for supporting their event. 

 The Turkey Trot and Leadership Team Sack Mass are right around the cor-
ner.  Lee’s Summit Social Services and Operation Breakthough greatly appreciate our 
support as we move into the holiday season.  We need your support to make this year’s 
event a success.  If we reach our goal of 75% of school families participating (donating, 
running/walking, or volunteering) we will have an additional day added to our Christ-
mas Break on December 20th. I am confident the OLP community will not let the stu-
dents, LSSS or Operation Breakthrough down!  Early bird registration ends today, please 
take a minute to register and join the fun while supporting literacy at OLP and two great 
organizations that help so many families.  Registration: https://runsignup.com/Race/
MO/LeesSummit/OLPTurkeyTrotRace    Volunteer: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0A4BAEAC2FAA8-2016  

 We are blessed in many ways and reminded on a daily basis what a wonderful 
school and parish community we have at OLP.  We are grateful for the many gifts peo-
ple so willingly share.  As always, thank you for entrusting us with your children, we 
appreciate your continued involvement and support.  Thank you for a wonderful first 
quarter! 

Mrs. Jodi Briggs, Principal 
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It’s hard to believe that it is the end of October and Halloween (All Hallow’s Eve) is here. 

Unfortunately, the weather the last couple of days has felt more like winter. But this sea-

son of change is a good time for us to reflect on how we are changing and especially how 

we are growing in our faith. The All Saints Day holy day we celebrate on Friday (Nov. 1), is 

a great opportunity for us to remember we are all called to holiness and that the saints 

help guide our way. While I know it is hard to distract children from the costumes and candy, try to take some 

time to talk about the saints and about those your family has known who have been good examples of holi-

ness. Helping your children grow in holiness is one of the most valuable gifts you can share with them. Our stu-

dents will be gathering for Mass on the All Saints Day holy day this Friday, November 1, at 8:15am. We also 

have Masses that day at 6:30am and 6:00pm. Please join us!  

The annual Stewardship Renewal for our parish will be taking place during the next couple of weeks. Our 

theme this year is Live Generously! This is a time for us to remember the many ways God has blessed us and 

commit ourselves to sharing generously of our gifts. Those of you who are registered parishioners will receive a 

mailing inviting you to reflect on ways you can share your time, talent, and treasure. It is only through the 

stewardship of all our parishioners that we are able to support our school and many other ministries. Please 

take time to fill out the Stewardship Commitment card and bring it with you to Mass the weekend of Novem-

ber 16-17. OLP School and the ECC  will also be participating in a Thanksgiving Blanket Drive for Bishop Sullivan 

Center the week of November 11-15  to provide new blankets for those in need. More information about the 

blanket drive can be found in this newsletter, in the bulletin, or on our website. Take time to shop for a blanket 

or two with your child and remind them of the importance of sharing our blessings with others. We are grate-

ful for your commitment to being a good steward of God’s gifts. 

I hope to see everyone at the Turkey Trot next Saturday, November 9. It would be great to have a record turn-

out and to see every school family support the Turkey Trot, even those who are not able to attend the event. 

Everyone can contribute something to the cause! This event is also special because it benefits our students by 

funding literacy and reading programs and benefits those in need who are served by Operation Breakthrough 

and Lee’s Summit Social Services. Please encourage your family and friends to join us. 

 

Many Blessings! 

Fr. Tom Holder 

A Message From Father Tom... 
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The Month Ahead… 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 1:   All School Mass, 8:15 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 5:   PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 6:  All School Mass (Leadership Sack 

Mass), 8:15 a.m. 

Thursday, November 7:  6th Grade Retreat 

Saturday, November 9:  TURKEY TROT, 9 a.m. - Unity Village 

November 11-15: Blanket Drive for Bishop Sullivan Center 

Mon., November 11:  Veteran’s Day Assembly, 9:15 a.m. 

Wed., November 13:  All School Mass, 8:15 a.m.;  

2nd Quarter Mid-terms (Grades 3-8) 

Thurs., November 14: SAB Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Tues., November 19: First Reconciliation, 6:30 p.m. 

Wed., November 20: All School Mass, 8:15 a.m. 

Mon., November 25: Kindergarten Thanksgiving Play, 2:45 p.m.  

Tues., November 26: Special Persons Day, 1:30 p.m. 

Nov. 27-29:  Thanksgiving Break NO SCHOOL - NO ACED 

 SCRIP is available Tuesdays at dismissal. 

OLP’s November Virtue: 

 

 

A sympathetic understanding of another  
person’s pain with the desire to relieve it. 

P A N T H E R  P R I N T S  

N O V E M B E R  I S S U E  

All School Mass Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*Friday, November 1  
Coordinating Class:  3rd Grade 
Lector:  Oliver Hotop & Andrew Meyer 
Senior Server: Josie Hazen 
Servers:  
 
Wednesday, November 6 (Sack Mass) 
Coordinating Class:  Leadership        
Lector:  Jack Kakuske 
Senior Server: Elizabeth Robertson 
Servers: Rose Reddig & Gus Burns 
 

Wednesday, November 13  
Coordinating Class:  Connors 5th Hour 
Lector: Rose Reddig 
Senior Server: Mary Salanski 
Servers:  Ben Salanski & Sophia Falk 

 

Wednesday, November 20  
Coordinating Class:  Rhodes 
Lector: Ava Lynn 
Senior Server: Meadow Valencia 
Servers: William McKnight & Carly LeNeave 

 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jo Engert 

Director of Children’s Faith Formation 

Our Lady of the Presentation 

Liturgical Colors: 
VIOLET - Advent & Lent 

RED - Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost, 
 & certain feast days  

WHITE - Christmas, Easter, & certain feast days 
GREEN - Ordinary Time 
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School News 
SCHOOL BUSINESS: 

HOT LUNCH:  The NOVEMBER LUNCH MENU is available by clicking the link and is posted to the school website. 

OLP’S ANNUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM SACK MASS: Wednesday, November 6,  8:15 a.m. 

Each student will be sent home with a grocery sack along with a list of items that are 

in high demand at our local food pantry. Students are asked to purchase a few of the 

items and place them in the grocery sack provided.   Students will bring their sacks 

with donations inside to school on November 6th. Please have your child bring his or 

her sack to the gathering space in the back of the church. They are also welcome to 

bring it to Mass when they walk down with their class. All donations collected by stu-

dents will be blessed during all school Mass that morning. After Mass, the sacks will be taken to Lee’s Summit So-

cial Services and given as a donation to serve those in need. This is a wonderful Mass for family members to 

attend. You are able to witness the true meaning of giving and thank God for our many blessings. We invite you to 

join us. 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION: The 5th grade is hosting a Veterans Day Celebration 

on Mon., November 11, 9:15 a.m., in the School Gymnasium.  More information 

may be found on the Veterans Day Flyer.  Join OLP to salute our Veterans! RSVP to 

Ms. Russell, drussell@olpls.org, by November 6.  

TURKEY TROT: OLP's annual Turkey Trot 5K and 1-mile Fun 

Run is right around the corner.  This year’s race is on Satur-

day, November 9 at Unity Village.  Join us for this fun, family 

event that raises funds for our school's literacy programs and 

benefits two local organizations - Lee's Summit Social Ser-

vices and Operation Breakthrough.  

REGISTRATION:  https://runsignup.com/Race/MO/

LeesSummit/OLPTurkeyTrotRace   

VIRTUAL RACERS - If you are unable to attend the race, you 

may register as a “Virtual Racer” by selecting the Virtual Rac-

er option on the online registration page. Virtual racers will 

receive an official Turkey Trot t-shirt and race packet.  

YOUR PARTICIPATION COUNTS - If the 

school has 75% participation, (including 

runners/walkers, virtual racers, volunteers and donors), there will be no school on Friday, 

December 20! That adds an extra full day to Christmas Break!  

Please visit and like our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/OLPTurkeyTrot/ to watch for updates as we 

approach race day.  We hope you can join us for this fun event to support our school and community!  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Help make the event a success! Please sign up to be part of the Turkey Trot excitement! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4baeac2faa8-2016.  

If you have any questions, please email turkeytrot@olplsschool.org.  

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/10/Lunch%20Menu.November%202019-1.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/5605/documents/2019/10/Vet%20Day%20Invite%202019.pdf
mailto:drussell@olpls.org
https://runsignup.com/Race/MO/LeesSummit/OLPTurkeyTrotRace
https://runsignup.com/Race/MO/LeesSummit/OLPTurkeyTrotRace
https://www.facebook.com/OLPTurkeyTrot/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4baeac2faa8-2016
mailto:turkeytrot@olplsschool.org
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School News cont... 
CHIEFS WATCH PARTY: Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Chiefs Watch Party 

here at OLP to benefit the Henry and Gibson families, Monday, November 18. Food for the 

event will be provided by Jack Stack for a free will donation. Please consider providing two 

dozen cookies or cupcakes for the event. Those may be dropped off in the cafeteria that 

day. Thank you for the support of these Presentation families. 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR DONATIONS: 

Donations are now being ac-

cepted for the annual PTO 

Christmas Fair on Monday, De-

cember 16th.  Gently used 

items, including: books, jewelry, 

toys, knick-knacks, board 

games, home decor, men’s 

items, etc. can be placed in the 

bin located at the front office. 

Also needed for the event: 

wrapping paper, gift bags, tape, 

gift tags and empty boxes to 

wrap gifts in.   We cannot ac-

cept: clothing, hats, large items 

that children cannot carry, sharp 

objects, R-rated DVDs, small ap-

pliances or items that have al-

ready been opened or used 

(perfume, paint). *A good rule 

of thumb when donating is to 

say to yourself, “Would I like to 

receive this as a gift?”* Thank 

you for your generosity!  

SPECIAL PERSONS DAY:  Spe-
cial Person’s Day is Tuesday, 
November 26 from 1:30-3:00 
p.m. for grades K-4. Students 
may invite a special person in 
their lives such as a grandpar-

ent, aunt, uncle, coach, godparent, etc. to spend the afternoon 
with them. Cookies, activities, and a prayer service will be enjoyed 
by all. More information to follow in the coming weeks! 

 

Person’s Day 
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School News, continued… 

PTO NEWS: 

NEXT PTO MEETING: Mark your calendars for the next PTO Meeting, Tuesday, November 5, 6:30 p.m. 

SCRIP UPDATE: As much as we don’t want to think about the holidays, if it is going to feel like Christmas we might 

as well start shopping!  Plan ahead and get your scrip cards for gifts and all the grocery shopping you do this time 

of year! 

 Low denomination cards are back! Get several cards at a lower amount for a limited time.  Walmart, Star-

bucks, Panera, Amazon and many more.   

 Did you know you can use Scrip cards at Hyvee Aisles online? And you can use the Hyvee cards at the gas 

pump! Just think of all the money you will be helping the school raise.   

 Brooke will be selling Scrip after school every Tuesday! Orders for cards that are not in stock are placed every 

Tuesday.  If you need cards ordered for your family, please try to have your order turned in by the end of the 

school day. 

If you have any questions or need help setting up an account, contact Brooke Kakuske, scrip@olpls.org. Scrip is a 

great way to help raise money for the school by just doing your everyday shopping! 

OUR COMMUNITY 

HSPT FOR 8TH GRADERS:  Need help preparing for the High School Placement Test (HSPT)?  Students who are 

planning to take the HSPT test at St. Michael the Archangel are welcome to attend FREE HSPT prep clas-

ses. Instructors will cover English, Math, Reading and Science in the following sessions: 

Tuesday, Nov. 5th; 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. & Wednesday, Nov. 6th; 6:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 

Please register for the PREP CLASSES by sending an email to admissions@smacatholic.org. To register for the HSPT 

on Dec. 7th at SMA go to the SMA website, Admissions tab at smacatholic.org. 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL OPEN HOUSE: NOVEM-
BER 16 - Please come see for yourself all of the amaz-
ing things SMA has to offer your future high school stu-
dent.  Special info sessions begin at 9:00 a.m. Tours 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude at Noon.  The morn-
ing will be packed with students and staff eager to 
share information about academics and activities at 
SMA. Let us know you’re coming by registering 
at https://smacatholic.org/open-house/ . Walk-Ins wel-
comed too!  

BILL WARIS BASKETBALL CAMP: Saint Thomas More will be hosting a two day Preseason Basketball camp at Saint 
Thomas More School on November 9th and 10th for grades K through 8th grade. The camp will be held for grades 
K-4 from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and grades 5-8 will be from 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. The cost is only $45.00 dollars per 
camper. The camp will focus on drills to get each camper ready for the upcoming basketball season. The camp will 
be facilitated by Chad Lynn the Head Varsity Basketball Coach at Notre Dame De Sion High School.  Please register 
at https://campscui.active.com/orgs/BillWarisBluejaysBasketballClub. 

mailto:admissions@smacatholic.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsmacatholic.org&c=E,1,0ScTdMapwWc2NQb_DDOn75XIZoI5X92GoOeN7opca5HNqwKDyn4ThTfjCnZH3K0osw6AX6iaLaJf3BUJMF-6mDvd-4pm6H1ebazrExMML0L1yDZfqt5bcg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsmacatholic.org%2fopen-house%2f&c=E,1,EK5WZrKtG6nwLgdbZkdoXHabSUoK3_dQQZkyXFmbV1ZfonPBT4mGOzcswvNLZ6KjXtc-zV6eJDpo9_k6CDC5GuVHeP8wu8LgiqFEugUSBXNSdH0jog,,&typo=1
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/BillWarisBluejaysBasketballClub
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Rachel Delmastro 

Gracie Jacobs 

Johnny Joyce 

Ricky Lyon 

Mary Grace Meiners 

Andrew Meyer 

Leah Schatz 

Erica Scheier 

Garret Scheier 

Hailey Scheuer 

Jackson Steiner 

Elainie Tran 

Anna Valenti 

Principal’s Honor Roll-1st Quarter 2019  

8th Grade 

Madison Bahr 

Kaylin Bendon 

Caleb Bridges 

Seth Burton 

Kayley Cohen 

Josie Hazen 

Logan Johansen 

Claire Landa 

Ava Lynn 

Allison Meyer 

Joseph Ragusa 

Rose Reddig 

Elizabeth Robertson 

Mary Salanski 

Isabella Saluzzi 

Katie Vargo 

Natasha Wulff 

Principal’s Honor Roll—1st Quarter 2019 

7th Grade 

Chett Auch 

Gavin Brown 

Katelyn Daugherty 

Logan Flattery 

Roman Gilyard 

Robert Gose 

Maddie Harris 

Brayden Johnson 

David Kish 

Michael Leardi 

Madison Lehew 

Saylor Pickard 

Lily Reichert 

Bella Schmitz 

Cooper Waters 

Carson Wiley 

Mary Ellen Winkeler 

B Honor Roll—1st Quarter 2019               

8th Grade 

Jackson Braun 
Sophia Brown 

Katie Bruns 
Parker Bushyhead 

Xavier Collins 
Cormac Couch 

Samantha Coats 
Nicolaus DeVoss 

Benny Ferrara 
Joseph Haggerty 
Lauren Haggerty 
Michael Henry 

Madison Herald 

Eric Hoff 
Catherine Jakobe 
Jackson Jenkins 

Alli Melton 
Kira Mitchell 

Mackenzie Ramirez 
Grant Rastorfer 
Aubree Saxton 
Brady Spencer 

Joey Waller 
Tayla Wright 

Bridget Zimmer 

B Honor Roll—1st Quarter 2019              

7th Grade 

Elena Cianciolo 

Blake Francois 

Meisi McDonald 

Matthew Puno 

Michael Torlina 

A Honor Roll—1st Quarter 2019              

8th Grade 

A Honor Roll—1st Quarter 2019              

7th Grade 

Addi Bowes 

Sophia Falk 

Brady Goffinet 

Oliver Hotop 

Jonathan Koob 

Emily Rybowicz 

Ben Salanski 
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School News, continued… 
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School Advisory Board 

 

Dear Parents, 

With Thanksgiving upon us, we will all soon begin taking time to acknowledge what we are thankful 

for.  As we enter this season of thanks I am reminded of a quote by St. John Paul II,  “Remember the 

past with gratitude. Live the present with enthusiasm.  Look forward to the future with confidence.”   

St. John Paul II describes that we do not recall our past with nostalgia, sadness, or regret, but rather 

with gratitude for everything God has allowed us to experience.  For us to embrace the present mo-

ments with enthusiasm as well as appreciation and hope for what is to come all while in a spirit of 

thanksgiving.   

In reflecting on the words shared with us by St. John Paull II, I am captivated on the importance of 

GRATITUDE in our everyday lives.  The dictionary defines gratitude as the quality of being thankful; 

readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness.  In thinking of “Our Family” here at OLP, I 

am extremely grateful for the incredible gift that is Catholic education. Gratitude is exhibited daily 

within the many facets that make up our school community. I am thankful for our administration, 

staff, students, parents, and stakeholders that continually remind us of the many blessings we share.  

During this season of thanks, I encourage us as members of “Our Family” to take time to enjoy the 

many blessings of Catholic education and exhibit our gratitude.  Take a moment to say a prayer for 

our staff and students, write a note of gratitude to your child or your child’s teacher, find ways in 

which you can offer your time and talents within our community. By displaying our gratitude for 

“Our Family” we are implementing the true spirit of thanksgiving. 

As we look ahead for what is to come, I would like to remind everyone to mark your calendars for 

Catholic Schools Week that will begin on January 27-31.  This is a week for us to celebrate our appre-

ciation for our school community as well as an opportunity for us to recognize the importance, the 

value and the contributions of Catholic education to the church and the world.  More information 

will be communicated closer to the date as we celebrate that “We Are Family” here at OLP with an 

80’s themed fun filled week of community, unity and service. 

In closing, on behalf of the School Advisory Board, I would like to wish all the members of “Our Fam-

ily” a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving.  Thank you for all that you do to make OLP a community 

to be grateful for. 

 

With thanks and gratitude, 

 

Erin Bailey 

School Board Member 
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Parish News… 
PARTNERS IN FAITH: Click the link to access the November issue of Partners in Faith.  This newsletter is pre-

sented by Jo Engert, Director of Children’s Faith Formation at Our Lady of the Presentation Parish, with help-

ful information to help children grow in their Catholic faith.  The publication is presented in both English and 

Spanish.  

 

 

 

Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic Church 

  

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/10/November%20Partners%20in%20Faith.pdf
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OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION SCHOOL HOME PAGE - http://www.olplsschool.org/ 

The Homepage includes large buttons to quickly connect you to the things you need most:  Weekly News, Vol-

unteering, Registration, and Account Payments.  Additional front page information includes Quick Links, Events 

Calendar, recent special interest posts, and navigational tabs for the entire website. 

WEEKLY NEWS BUTTON - Includes an archive of all Weekly Updates and Panther Prints publications for the 

entire school year.  Flyers are also linked on this page for quick reference. 

VOLUNTEER BUTTON - This is your one-stop-shop for all volunteering information.  The page includes links to 

current sign-ups and ongoing volunteer opportunities, as well as directions for completing volunteer require-

ments. 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM - Includes Monthly Lunch Menu, printable Lunch Payment Form, and lunch account 

payment information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Parents/Hot Lunch Program) 

NURSES PAGE - Includes seasonal Nurses Information, updated monthly, as well as printable Medication Con-

sent and Health History Forms.  Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Nurses) 

ART CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mrs. Sherfinski’s Art Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Art) 

MUSIC CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Ms. Esparza’s Music Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation, as well as Band and Orchestra Information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/

Music) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mr. Coatney’s P.E. Class Website, with all classroom and 

grading information. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Physical Education) 

ELEMENTARY COMPUTER CLASS PAGE - Includes Computer class information for grades K - 6, as well as grade-

appropriate computer activity links.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Elementary Com-

puters) 

LIBRARY PAGE - Includes monthly Library Newsletter, current Library event information, such as Scholastic 

Book Fair and Turkey Trot, and important library and reading program links.  (Can be found from Home Page/

Staff Directory/Specials/Library) 

ACED PAGE - (Before and After School Care) - Includes registration, fee and policies for OLP’s  before and after 

school childcare program. 

http://olplsschool.org/
http://www.olplsschool.org/
http://olplsschool.org/communications-1
http://olplsschool.org/volunteer-1
http://olplsschool.org/hot-lunch-program
http://olplsschool.org/nurses
http://olplsschool.org/art-mrs-julie-sherfinski
http://olplsschool.org/music-mrs-amanda-palacios
http://olplsschool.org/physical-education-mr-justin-coatney
https://olplsschool.org/elementary-computers-k-6-mrs-alyssa-fries
https://olplsschool.org/library-devoss-poletis
https://olplsschool.org/after-care-extended-day-program-aced

