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The season of Advent and the weeks leading up to Christmas is always such a great time to be 

a part of the OLP family. As a community, we look forward to reconciliation services and the 

lighting of the candles on the Advent Wreath with our students.   Visiting class rooms during 

religion to hear how they are preparing for the coming of Christmas reminds me of how 

blessed I am to be a Catholic educator. The virtue of faith that we have been focusing on this 

quarter is evident in so many ways.  

 As our theme this year has been “Returning God’s Gifts”, we hope that our students are able 

to see the many blessings that God has given to us, and how they themselves hold within 

them the greatest gifts that they can offer others. Collections will take place for our service 

partners during this time of year benefitting Little Sisters of the Poor, Lee’s Summit Social Ser-

vices and the adoption of families in need as well as coat and blanket drives. It is our hope 

that the students see themselves as part of a larger community and realize how acts of ser-

vice can not only help others, but also bring great joy. 

Our upper middle school students will Dress Up for Christ on December 16th which is a beau-

tiful way to come together in prayer and celebration. This candle lighting ceremony is one of 

my favorite activities and one I believe the students will have fond memories of as they leave 

OLP.   

Looking forward, as we move into the new year, my hopes and prayers are that we may con-

tinue to come together and learn and celebrate with one another. Teachers have spent a 

great deal of time preparing if the need to “go virtual” should again occur.  January 4th will 

be an in-service day for teachers, and January 5th will now be a virtual learning day for all 

students. We will do this to ensure that we are prepared for such a format. You will be receiv-

ing information from your teacher regarding when and how to log in. On January 6th, we will 

all return for a regular in person day.  

Just as I have asked over Thanksgiving, I would like to ask you to please also keep us informed 

over the Christmas Break by sending us an email so we can track positive COVID cases and 

take any necessary precautions as we plan for classes to resume after the break.  

I pray this Christmas Break brings joy and peace to all of you and your families. As always, 

thank you for trusting and sharing your children with us at OLP.  

Marianne Organ 

Principal 

Our Lady of the Presentation School 
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A message from Father Tom... 

Blessings of Thanksgiving to all of you! As we prepare for the Thanks-
giving holiday, this is a special time for all of us to give thanks for our 
many blessings. I think this year, amidst the challenges we are facing, it 
is especially important for us to reflect on our blessings as we can too 
easily focus on the negative and fall into despair. I encouraged our stu-
dents at School Mass earlier this week to give thanks to God in all things 
and to develop a habit of giving thanks. Maybe this is something you can 
practice in your home and in your interactions with one another.   

While many of us are adapting our Thanksgiving plans due to the pandemic and the rising number 
of cases, I hope you will find time to relax and enjoy time with those you love. I would like to thank 
all of you for choosing our school for your children and for the support you give throughout the 
year. As a Catholic school, we would not be able to do all of the things we do without the generosi-
ty of our community. We have been able to overcome many obstacles this year and provide on-
going in-person education since August. We could not do this without the cooperation and support 
of all of you. I want to especially encourage you to find special ways to show your gratitude for our 
teachers and staff who have worked incredibly hard this year to provide in-person and virtual 
learning in the midst of a pandemic. Hopefully everyone recognizes the amazing commitment of 
our staff. We are blessed. And although you have heard it already, it is worth repeating – PLEASE, 
PLEASE, do your part over the Thanksgiving break to ensure that we can continue in-person learn-
ing after the break by being diligent in your efforts to minimize the risk of exposure to the virus for 
you and your family.     

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

The holy season of Advent is just around the corner. The First Sunday of Advent is November 29. 
Although it can be a busy time of year preparing for Christmas, I encourage you to take some time 
as a family and focus on the symbols and themes of the season. Be sure to prominently display an 
Advent wreath in your home and gather as a family during the week to light the candles and pray. 
Teaching our children the importance of waiting and preparation can be an invaluable life lesson. 
And during these stressful times, slowing down for a little reflection and time with God can do a lot 
of good. 

One of the things we focus on in the parish and the school during Advent is our call to serve oth-
ers, especially those in need. Please participate in our Advent Giving Tree and make Christmas a 
little brighter for those who are struggling. Gift tags are available on the tree in the church or you 
can select a virtual tag on our website. This is a great way to instill the spirit 
of service in your children.  

 

Many Blessings  

Fr. Tom Holder 
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Tuesday, December 1:  

 Dress as your favorite book character  
 PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 2:  

 All School Mass - Grades 1 & 2 attend-
ing; streamed virtually to all other 
classrooms 

Monday, December 7:  

 OLP Night at Chipotle, 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 9: 

 All School Mass - Grades 7 & 8 attend-
ing; streamed virtually to all other 
classrooms 

Friday, December 11: 

 Flannel/Silly Christmas Sweater Dress 
Down Day with donation to Operation 
Breakthrough 

Sunday, December 13:  

 Last Day for Virtual Scholastic Book 
Fair 

Wednesday, December 16: 

 All School Mass - Grades 5 & 6 attend-
ing; streamed virtually to all other 
classrooms 

Friday, December 18: End of 2nd Quarter 

Mon., Dec. 21: Christmas Snow Day!  
NO SCHOOL - NO ACED 

Tues., Dec. 22:  
Thankful Turkey Incentive Day!  
NO SCHOOL - NO ACED  
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https://www.scholastic.com/

bf/ourladyofthepresentation  

 

 

 

 

OLP Night at Chipotle 
Monday, December 7; 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

See the flyer for details 
 

 

December 
November 30 - December 13 

Book Fair Link... 

Christmas Break Begins  
December 21 

 
Virtual Learning Day  

January 5 
 

In-person Learning Resumes 
January 6 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ourladyofthepresentation
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ourladyofthepresentation
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/11/Chipotle%20fundraiser%2012.7.20.pdf
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community 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: OLP invites you to shop our Online Book Fair 

and support our school! The Fair runs from November 30 through 

December 13. Our Fair will feature a Virtual Fair walk-through so you 

and your kids can experience the magic of the school shopping experi-

ence: Browse titles by grade, meet popular authors, and much more! 

All purchases will benefit our school directly (25% back in rewards!). 

Don’t miss these two weeks of events, fun, and books.  

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ourladyofthepresentation 

Tuesday, December 1 - Dress As Your Favorite Book Character: Students may choose a fa-

vorite literary character and come to school dressed as them. Students must follow the 

school dress code. No weapons or violent/scary characters please. Masks are allowed, but 

will need to be removed during the school day. Prizes will be awarded! 

CHRISTMAS BREAK DATE CHANGES: Christmas Break has been changed to also include 

Monday, December 21 (Christmas Snow Day!) and Tuesday, December 22 (OLP earned the 

Thankful Turkey Incentive Day!) ACED will not be available on these days. 

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT: PTO is offering a Christmas Cash gift giving option for staff again 

this year. This program was created to provide a convenient gifting option to parents when 

looking to purchase gifts for multiple teachers and staff. PTO uses the donations to 

provide gifts for OLP teachers and staff.  Additionally, PTO supplements your gift to 

our dedicated staff.  

There are multiple ways to contribute:  

1. Contribute online, through Sycamore. Login to your Sycamore school account. 

Then, scroll down and click on 'PTO-Staff Christmas' on the right hand side under 

Payments/PayJunction.  
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End of Quarter Reminders 

The end of the 2nd Quarter is quickly approaching on Friday, December 18. As a 

reminder, all accounts must be current, as indicated below, in order for your child’s report 

card to be released.   

Tuition payments: Please remember that tuition payments must be paid in full through 

December in order for your child(ren)’s report cards to be released on January 6.   You 

may go online at www.sycamore.com to check your tuition balance and to make your 

tuition payments.   Checks may be dropped off at the school or parish offices.    If you 

have any questions, please contact Karen Storck in the Finance Office at 

kstorck@olpls.org. 

Lunch Accounts must be current without a negative balance through Thursday, Decem-

ber 31. Online payments should be made directly into your Sycamore account.  If ques-

tions, please contact Mrs. Melissa Wade, at mwade@olpls.org. 

ACED Accounts must be paid through December 18. Online payments should be made 

directly into your Sycamore account.  If questions, please contact Mrs. Sharon Cornell, 

at scornell@olpls.org. 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ourladyofthepresentation?fbclid=IwAR1JxN0qJmNc46LsVhEX2GCFYf5s0IeO6ZcDHO23tlkKDU8VjzT8smGjEQw
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/index.php?schoolid=
mailto:kstorck@olpls.org
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/index.php?schoolid=
mailto:mwade@olpls.org
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/index.php?schoolid=
mailto:scornell@olpls.org
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2. Send in your contribution with your child any time before December 14 in an envelope marked “PTO Christ-

mas Cash”. 

3. In-person at pick-up on November 24, and December 3, 10, and 14. Look for Brian Munson or Fallon Krause 

on those dates.  

Questions? Contact Brian Munson at brian@walshwashburn.com. 

NEXT PTO MEETING: The next PTO Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m.  Please mark your 

calendars!  A Zoom link will be shared closer to the date if you are unable to join in-person. 

SCRIP UPDATE:  Get Scrip by Mail - Do you have family that lives out of town and they want to support your 

child’s school?  Have them sign up for the RaiseRight app, and they can purchase cards and 

have them mailed to their house!  There is a small shipping and transaction fee.  If a family 

member is purchasing cards on your behalf, please make sure to provide their name to 

Brooke Kakuske, Scrip Coordinator, so she can give your family credit. 

Weekly Order:  Every Tuesday at 7 p.m., the weekly scrip order is placed. If you need a 
physical gift card, this is the time to order.  Please order cards for your everyday shopping or your holiday pur-
chases. Remember Brooke Kakuske, Scrip Coordinator, always has cards on hand.  If you need something you 
may email her, scrip@olpls.org. 

Scrip Ordering form:  The Scrip ordering form can be found at:  https://www.olplsschool.org/
documents/2020/9/2020%20scrip%20order%20form.pdf. If you do not want to sign up for the app, print off 
the form, fill it out, and return to school with your child along with payment. 

Chipotle Night is December 7.  Buy Scrip and the school will earn a 10% rebate from the gift card on top of the 
money donated from the fundraiser.   

Last day to order physical gift cards for the holiday season is Tuesday, December 15 by 
7:00p.m.!  Last year shipping was CRAZY and it is expected that this year may be even 
worse.  Please plan ahead.  In-stock cards will still be sold after this date.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Did you miss St. Michael's Open House? Take advantage of the self guided Virtual Open 
House on our website, displaying videos from department teachers and activities. Visit 
our Admissions tab to sign up for individual tours or shadow days for 8th graders. Im-
portant upcoming dates: 

HSPT Test - Dec. 5  Sign up at smacatholic.org/hspt-information 

Priority Application deadline on Dec. 18 smacatholic.org/apply 
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mailto:brian@walshwashburn.com
mailto:scrip@olpls.org
https://www.olplsschool.org/documents/2020/9/2020%20scrip%20order%20form.pdf
https://www.olplsschool.org/documents/2020/9/2020%20scrip%20order%20form.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.smacatholic.org%2fvirtual-open-house%2f&c=E,1,H1L9rPq5mh_SWI5dvaj9SL5mK1jarg233ld8dN-UN-QlqCv-HmjecrqU5dvC75mHzGmAQglUqnxUHgjpbKTYDgsufyl7_0fATLAqtlf8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.smacatholic.org%2fvirtual-open-house%2f&c=E,1,H1L9rPq5mh_SWI5dvaj9SL5mK1jarg233ld8dN-UN-QlqCv-HmjecrqU5dvC75mHzGmAQglUqnxUHgjpbKTYDgsufyl7_0fATLAqtlf8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsmacatholic.org%2f&c=E,1,Hn-rup1RAldlK0v93UnsBV_ArsibNM9Nyhqq0U2mgGUFGL-5kLpJhUroOEGxfLewFxHZK92_9TLoC-nP3Xliv_h3oExkFCOPz5EZ5BMTVIfBhJ8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsmacatholic.org%2fhspt-information&c=E,1,vPFOFBpHEuBn9GTnJE6lFgewxx6YaZ6y6E3nd3HucfRbeBOm-X3GFXu6tQ5Tpg4JGUno16qdPgTQk5jB6gzp7-gM1g2zEnktUZU9UiS7xAV3MW6ApqHfzr2VATY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsmacatholic.org%2fapply&c=E,1,p4a_JWvVLVf8R17Q-dkz56V49rF6xvQLOQVzHFFLZL90F9f8uNxgHQgHx0R4QIqvhNZGhCgfbJLgcmwiUlS1mt1zgbU8m5Asp_IeXnkU5j4iZ10K-njag3-6Eg,,&typo=1


 7 

 

 

6 



 8 

SC
H

O
O

L A
D

V
ISO

R
Y

 B
O

A
R

D
 

8 

Thank you to the OLP community! 

After a long year of uncertainty, I am so proud of our administrators, staff, par-

ents and especially our students for being able to embrace change with compas-

sion and positivity.  As we begin the Advent season and start preparing for 

Christmas, it is a time to renew our spiritual life, as Pope Francis remarked, 

“Advent is thus a favorable time to pray with greater intensity, to reserve to the 

spiritual life the important place it deserves.” (December 10, 2017).   

Our Lady of the Presentation parish and school are continuing to give pathways 

for us to renew our spiritual life. This past year, I had the pleasure to hear 

Matthew Kelly speak and take part in some of the Dynamic Catholic activities 

being held at our parish.  I believe the most powerful statement from Matthew 

Kelly is one he quotes from Dr. Allen Hunt, “God’s power can transform any of 

us into the-best-version-of-ourselves” (The Turning Point).  Throughout the en-

tire semester, I have seen so many staff, students and families being the "best" 

versions of themselves!  A good example of this is when we update policies and 

rules for pick-up and drop-off, or participating in longstanding events, like the 

Thankful Turkey Run or Veteran’s Day Program.  I am so excited that we contin-

ue to embrace change and support each other through this daunting time! 

As we move into the winter months, through the various activities being held at 

our school, students will have opportunities to renew their spiritual life. I am so 

thankful for the work our administrators, athletic board, basketball and archery 

coordinators have done to find safe solutions so students can continue to take 

part in school sponsored activities.  The students will continue to learn and en-

gage with each other in an encouraging and positive environment. 

As a reminder, please remember the hard work of the OLP staff and consider 

donating to the PTO Christmas Cash gift option for staff.  

 

Best wishes for the holiday season, 

 
OLP School Advisory Board Member 
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ADVENT CALENDAR:  Advent begins Sunday, December 29. Enjoy this Advent Calendar with 

daily activities families can do together as they prepare for Christmas. 
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https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/11/Advent%20Calendar.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/11/2020 Advent Giving Tree service project.pdf

