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A U G U S T  I S S U E  

OLP Families, welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! What an interesting summer it has been 

working to prepare for the beginning of this school year. The theme for this year is “Returning 

God’s Gifts”. I feel so blessed to be moving into the role of principal this year and have come to 

realize, over the past two years I have spent working at OLP, what a true blessing and gift it has 

been to me. Each of our students and their families are a blessing and gift to our community.  

In our staff training this year, we focused on the theme of the pineapple and how it represents 

the hospitality we hope to extend to all of our community members. It is my prayer that all stu-

dents and their families feel this hospitality and find OLP to be a place where all are welcome and 

belong.  This year will offer us some exciting opportunities to “think outside of the box” and 

spread community in ways we never have before.  

We are excited to welcome the following members to our staff this year:  

 Ms. Michelle Carmona-1st grade 

 Ms. Karin Travalent-UMS Math 

 Mrs. Gretter Hernandez- Spanish 

 Mrs. Amy Oestman- PE 

 Mrs. Beth Ramirez- 6th grade 

They bring with them many years of experience and are eager to join the OLP community.  

Our first opportunity this year to get together will be at the Back to School Events scheduled for 

Monday, August 24 from 3:00-7:00 p.m. and Tuesday August 25 from Noon-4:00 p.m. This will 

give students a chance to meet their homeroom teacher, see their classrooms and drop off 

school supplies. Informational tables will also be set up in the gym.  

Class lists have been posted to the school website. After you find your student’s class, please 

schedule a time to attend one of the two Back to School Events that works best for you and your 

family. Links to sign up can be found in this newsletter. 

Thank you all for your prayers and patience as we have navigated some of the obstacles that 

COVID has placed before us. I have no doubt that our community will come out of this stronger 

than ever and with a new perspective on the gifts we have all been given.  

I look forward to seeing each of you soon! 

Blessings,  

Marianne H. Organ 

Principal 

2020-21 

http://www.olplsschool.org


A message from Father Tom... 

I hope all of you are doing well, staying healthy, and finding ways to enjoy these last days of summer. As we 

seek to move forward with opening the new school year on August 26, I think most of us can admit that we 

are also dealing with some anxiety as we try to begin the new school year amidst the challenges and un-

knowns of life during a pandemic. One thing is certain, none of us has had experience with beginning school 

under these circumstances and none of us has all the answers. While we had to adapt quickly in response 

to the pandemic this past March, I think most of us thought we would not still be dealing with related issues 

as the 2020-2021 school year begins. But here we are!  

Recognizing that the situation can change daily, our goal is to provide an in-person learning experience 

while taking seriously the health and safety of our students and staff. We have devoted a lot of time this 

summer to learning from health experts and all the professional health organizations, looking at ways to 

implement new routines in the school day like temperature checks and social distancing, putting together 

plans and procedures for cleaning and disinfecting, and investing in technology and resources to strengthen 

our virtual learning capabilities. Mrs. Organ and Mr. Podjenski have not had a break this summer as they 

have been addressing all of the issues. We are blessed to have them as our school leaders. We know there 

is no perfect plan and that there will be challenges and necessary changes along the way, but my prayer is 

that we can all work together with a spirit of patience, grace, and flexibility.      

Another thing I want to mention is how grateful I am to those of you who are choosing to stay committed 

to the mission of Catholic education here at Presentation during these times. Our mission to place Christ at 

the center of our education experience and allow faith to inform our student’s lives remains the same 

whether through in-person or remote learning. Our ability to continue this mission is only possible through 

the tuition our families pay and the generosity of our parish community. Thank you for providing some sta-

bility for our school, especially in these times, and being our partners on this mission.   

While my hope and prayer is that we can begin the school year and move along without disruption, I know 

that we can face whatever comes our way by supporting each other and drawing strength from our faith. 

Please know of my prayers for you and your family. 

 

Many Blessings  

Fr. Tom Holder 



 
School Calendar 

 
 
 

Monday, Aug. 24:  Back to School Event 
3:00-7:00 p.m. -*Sign-up Required-see below 
 
Tuesday, Aug. 25: Back to School Event 
12:00-4:00 p.m. -*Sign-up Required-see below 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 26: First Day of School  
Noon Release/ACED Half Day 
 
Monday, Sept. 7: Labor Day  
NO SCHOOL - NO ACED 
 
The full school calendar is available on the web-
site at olplsschool.org by clicking School Calendar 
at the top of the homepage. The calendar may be 
printed or synced to your personal calendar by 
clicking the calendar icon at the top right. The 
calendar is subject to change. 

 

 

TUITION REMINDER: 

Please make sure to keep up 

with tuition payment schedules. If you 

signed up to pay tuition over 12 months, pay-

ments should have begun in June. If you 

signed up to pay over 10 months, please begin 

paying in August. If you have misplaced your 

tuition contract and need to find out your 

monthly payment amount, or have any ques-

tions about your tuition, please contact Karen 

in the parish office at kstorck@olpls.org.  

 CASH OR CHECK PAYMENTS can be placed 

in the collection basket during Mass, deliv-

ered to the parish office, placed in the 

black Tuition Payments box at the school 

office, or simply sent into school with your 

child.  Payments brought to school by chil-

dren are collected by teachers daily and 

sent to the school office. 

 CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS must be made 

online using Sycamore.  

How to Make Tuition Payments in Sycamore 

Understanding Accounts in Sycamore 

OLP welcomes parents and students to Back to 
School Events Monday, August 24; 3:00-7:00 p.m. 

& Tuesday, August 25, Noon-4:00 p.m.  

Choose the day and time that works best for you and 
your student(s). One parent per family please. Masks 

are required. Students will be able to bring in their 
school supplies, meet their teachers and browse    

information tables in the school gymnasium.  

We can't wait to see you! 

Click the date below for the event  
you would like to attend: 

Monday, August 24; 3:00-7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 25; Noon-4:00 p.m. 

EVENTS 

http://www.olplsschool.org
mailto:kstorck@olpls.org
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/8/How%20to%20Make%20Tuition%20Payments%20in%20Sycamore%202019-20.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/8/Understanding%20Sycamore%20Accounts.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53172DD0FA7C3EA6-august
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53172DD0FA7C3EA6-august1
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Michelle Carmona, 1st Grade 
I was born and raised in Kansas City, Missouri. I attended Rockhurst Univer-
sity for both undergrad and graduate school - receiving my Master's in Edu-
cation. This will be my 5th year teaching first grade. I previously taught first 
grade at Guadalupe Centers Elementary School in KCMO. I am extremely 
excited and looking forward to getting to know and be a part of the OLP 
community! 

Beth Ramirez, 6th Grade 
My name is Beth Ramirez and I will be teaching 6th grade Language Arts. 
This will be my 12th year teaching and my first year teaching at OLP. My 
husband, J, and I have been married for 11 years and we have 3 sons that 
will attend OLP this year. Many years ago, I worked in the ACED program 
and I am so happy to be back!  

Gretter Hernandez, Spanish 
I’m excited about the opportunity to get to know you, and I’m looking for-
ward to a happy and productive school year. My name is Gretter Hernandez 
and I was born in Spain and raised in Cuba. I considered myself as a Cuban 
citizen because I have lived all my life in Cuba. I want to dedicate my life to 
teaching. I have a Bachelor's degree in Economy and a Masters in Business 
and Administration. I possess an Educator’s Certificate in Spanish. I live with 
my son and my husband. My son’s name is Leonel, but we call him Leo. We 
traveled to different countries before we settled in the USA. We have been 
to Russia, Germany, Mexico, Guatemala, Spain, Italy, and Chile.  

Karin Travalent, 7th/8th grade Pre-Algbra/Algebra  
I just retired this past school year from the Blue Springs school district after 
teaching middle school math for the past 29 years and I am beyond excited 
to begin teaching here at OLP! I have been married for the past 27 years to 
Chris Travalent and we have two children.  Alyssa is 23 and starting her third 
year of pharmacy school and Benjamin is 19 and starting his Sophomore 
year at Wichita State. 

Amy Oestmann 

Hi! My name is Mrs. Amy Oestmann (pronounced “East-men”) and I am the 

physical education teacher. This will be my first full year at Our Lady of the 

Presentation, however, I was here for a short time last school year as a sub-

stitute teacher for Mr. Coatney. I previously taught middle school physical 

education for 10 years in the public school system. I also coached softball and 

volleyball for a number of years. I received my Bachelor of Science in Health 

& Physical Education PK-12 from the University of Kansas and my Master of 

Arts in Education degree from Baker University. My husband and I live in 

KCMO and we have a dog named Ruger.  



SCHOOL SUPPLY LISTS:  The School Supply Lists for all grades are availa-

ble by clicking the link.  Grade levels are listed on individual pages.  The 

list is also posted to the school website’s homepage, under Quick Links.  

Please Note:  Backpacks are not included on the supply lists and are 

each family’s responsibility to supply, for all students at all grade lev-

els. 

HOT LUNCH:  The AUGUST LUNCH MENU is available by clicking the link and is posted to the 

school website. 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS:  The weekly and monthly parent newsletters, 

Weekly Update and Panther Prints, are published on Thursdays during 

the school year.  These weekly newsletters are the most comprehensive 

place to find school information, details on school happenings, a calendar 

of events and messages from Mrs. Organ and Fr. Tom.  Parents will receive 

an email with a link to the weekly newsletter, but newsletters are also 

available on the school website, olplsschool.org and in the documents section of Sycamore.  

Please take a few minutes each week to read the latest newsletter. 

Have information you would like included in an upcoming newsletter?  The deadline for sub-

mitting information to be included in these publications will be Tuesdays, by Noon.  Thurs-

day newsletters will begin on the first full week of school, on September 3. 

ACED REGISTRATION OPEN NOW:  New this year – Students who are not registered will 
not be allowed to attend ACED.  This is a COVID precaution to minimize viral transmis-
sion.  If you need to drop off your child before 7:30 a.m., or pick up after 3:30 p.m., you 
need to register for ACED. 

All information and online registration instructions can be found on the ACED WEBPAGE. 
Please register online as soon as possible or at the Back to School Events. 

All online ACED payments, including registration fees, should be paid in your Sycamore 
Childcare account. Cash or check payments are also accepted. Instructions for making ACED 
payments in Sycamore 

PANTHER PARTNERS:  OLP appreciates the support from our amazing 

community! The new 2020-2021 school year fundraising efforts are under-

way and the August 31st deadline is just around the corner! Do you know 

a business or family who might want to donate to our school?   

Pledge now, pay later! Sponsorship forms received by August 31st could receive marketing 

at all of our school events, on our school grounds and in the Lee's Summit Community! On 

your sponsorship form you can make a general school donation or specify to donate specifi-

cally to one or more of our school year events. Donations will be accepted the entire school 

year, but best to pledge early to take advantage of the entire school year marketing!  Anony-

mous donations are also honored.  

How do I sign up?  You can either fill out the online sponsorship form and email it back 

to pantherpartners@olplsschool.org OR print and mail it/turn into the school ad-

dress.  Questions?  Visit our school website for details or email the Panther Partner Com-

mittee!  
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https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/4/K-8%20School%20Supply%20Lists.2020-21.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/8/Lunch%20Menu.August%202020-1.pdf
http://www.olplsschool.org
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/
https://olplsschool.org/after-care-extended-day-program-aced
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2018/11/Making%20Payments%20in%20Sycamore.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2018/11/Making%20Payments%20in%20Sycamore.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/6/2020_2021%20ONLINE%20PP%20sponsorship%20form-1.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/6/2020_2021%20ONLINE%20PP%20sponsorship%20form-1.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wNa5_wdCNSrvW32gxuV5y0g04fngd1Fte-i78iVT1MMPtpbZRUax5iQGoexipbXbkhUTI06hC5ZdRCz58oxaZDDFzJTEmGL5S_Pq2eboYaMgq--OB28yjpdBHjRyBTXgADEheXfafX_TRVoQolCq7mBnIFZ14rbAptgvi0nCACTYYpJKNGOmu82p6Gqe8-rgpHpFDmZQkVAkLLnPDyl6tBPbB7-ZKTOlrIzM
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/6/2020_2021%20ONLINE%20PP%20sponsorship%20form-1.pdf
mailto:pantherpartners@olplsschool.org
http://www.olplsschool.org
mailto:pantherpartners@olplsschool.org
mailto:pantherpartners@olplsschool.org


A Note From the Health Room... 

We hope everyone is staying healthy and we look forward to seeing everyone again soon!  Due to the Covid-

19 pandemic, there will be changes in procedures regarding the school health room.   

 Access to the health room will be limited.   

 Parents will need to leave anything for the health room at the front office.   

 Tooth brushing will not be possible this year in the health room or school bathrooms.   

 Students will need to bring their own water bottle to school each day.   

Health screenings will be suspended for this school year.  Any child that needs a vision or hearing evaluation 

will be done on an individual basis when necessary.   

Please have completed immunization records to the health room by Back to School Night.  Students will not be 

allowed to come to school until documentation is on file.  Please also bring any necessary paperwork, medica-

tions, inhalers, EpiPens, etc. to the health room at Back to School night. Look for the health room nurses at a 

table in the gymnasium.   

As the school year continues, possible changes to the health room policies will be made as needed.  

extracurricular 
PAROCHIAL LEAGUE FALL SPORTS: Fall sports registrations are open for the Parochial League of KC. To 
participate, players must attend OLP School or be enrolled and have acceptable attendance in the Chil-
dren’s Faith Formation program.  Fall sports this year will include Girls Volleyball: 5th - 8th grade girls and 
Cross Country: 3rd - 8th grade boys and girls.  Register today at plkc.org! 

FOLLOW OLP'S SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS:  

 

 

 

Private Class Pages - Make sure you are also a member of the private Facebook Class pages for your      
student(s). Important reminders and updates are regularly shared on these pages. Simply search for olp’s 
class of 20XX (insert year of your student’s OLP graduation). Request membership in this closed group. 
Please allow 24 hours for the administrator to approve your request.  

http://www.plkc.org
https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyOfPresentation/
https://twitter.com/PresentationOLP/
https://www.instagram.com/presentationolp/


FIRST PTO MEETING: Please mark your calendars and plan to get involved at the first PTO meeting of the 
school year, Tuesday, September  1; 6:30 p.m.  

PTO representatives will also be available in the school gymnasium at the Back to School Events next week. 

Stop by and learn more about how this organization helps OLP’s teachers and students. 

OPEN PTO POSITIONS FOR 2020-21:  Interested in volunteering with other dedicated OLP parents to lead 
PTO activities for the 2020-21 school year? Several positions are still available. Your help is needed to con-
tinue PTO’s lasting impact on teachers and families.   

President: Fallon Krause  
VP: open 
Treasurer: open 
Secretary: Elizabeth Gonzales 
Spirit Wear: Nicole Barton 

SCRIP UPDATE:  Scrip is the PTO’s main fundraiser. We do not sell candy bars, cookie dough, or wrapping 
paper. This is a fundraiser where you buy gift cards - at face value - for items you are already purchasing 
and a percentage of the total gift card is returned as a rebate. The PTO receives the first 
$50 of rebates and then all rebates after that are split 50-50 with half going to the PTO, 
the other half being applied to your child’s tuition the following school year.  

PTO uses this money to help take care of our teachers, put on events for your children 
and family, and purchase much needed supplies. 

Does it take a little planning? YES! But it is so worth it! If used consistently, rebates REAL-
LY do add up fast! Get Grandma and Grandpa involved. They always love to help the grandkids!  

How do you get started? Set up your Family Account. Go to shopwithscrip.com and click on “Create Ac-
count.” Fill in the required information and click “I Accept.” Provide the answers to two security questions 
from the list. Finally, link your account to our school by entering our school code: E2LF4D9C8846. 

With each business, you will be given the option to purchase an Ecard or a physical card (sometimes both). 
If you choose a physical card, many are kept in stock, but those that have to be ordered, usually arrive 
within the week. 

You can pay by check, credit card, or checking account. There is also a new app that makes ordering scrip 
super easy. Download the app at:  https://bit.ly/DownloadApp_RaiseRight. 

If you have any questions regarding Scrip, please contact the Scrip Coordinator, Brooke Kakuske at 
scrip@olpls.org. 

Welcome Committee: Katie Reddig 
CSW: Erin Bailey 
X-mas Fair: Melissa Wuenberg 
Family Fun Event: TBD 
Field Day: TBD 
Golf Tournament: Kelly John and Nicolette Fuchs 
K-4 Special Persons Day: TBD 
Panther Pen: TBD 

8th Grade Scholarships: Kate Twenter 
PTO Bulletin Board: Amy Robertson 
Rebates: Coletta Meyer 
Script: Brooke Kakuske 
Room Parents: Shelby Burton 
Staff Appreciation Day: TBD 
Used Uniform Sale: TBD  

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
https://bit.ly/DownloadApp_RaiseRight?fbclid=IwAR1F6qExmEyqAZ4IZRjhdusM5lFQQAgsiESU4nYavZl0HlLQLrbeSZtvGqI
mailto:Scrip@olpls.org


Click Here To Register Today! 

http://2020ourladyofpresentationannualgolf.golfgenius.com/register
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